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HBI is a program that connects 
veterans, transitioning service 

members, and their spouses with the 
resources and services that meet 
their specific needs in the State of 

Iowa.

What is Home Base Iowa (HBI)?
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Home Base Iowa (HBI)

Employment Solutions

Career Planners

Making Iowa a top choice for current and former service members to call home. 

1. Career Exploration
2. Resume review/creation
3. Interview Training
4. Connect clients to open 

positions (HBI Employers)

Employers

1. Iowa Employers dedicated to hiring 
Veterans, Service Members and their 
spouses

2. First notice of  job opening (LVERs)
3. Educated on hiring and retaining current 

and former service members

Home Base Iowa (HBI)

Recruitment

• Career Fairs: In-State/Out-of-State

• Community Incentive Program

• County & City

• Statewide

• Targeted Marketing Campaigns

Making Iowa a top choice for current and former service members to call home. 
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• State-wide incentives
• $5,000 home-buying grant, in-state tuition rates, and more

• City/County community incentives vary

Community Incentives

Home Base Iowa (HBI)

Veterans In Iowa
Veteran Population: ~ 158,976 currently living in Iowa

• Gulf War 2001-Present: 33,446
• Gulf War 1990-2001: 31,721
• Vietnam: 59,425
• Korean: 7,878
• WW2: 1,377  
(Source: 2022 US Census)

Iowa is ranked 35th highest among states for its share of the Veteran population
(Source: 2022 US Census) 

2022 Unemployment Rate Iowa 
Veterans: 1.80%
Non-Veterans: 2.90%

(Source: 2022 US Census)
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Applying & Tracking Incentives

Applying & Tracking Incentives
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Home Base Iowa (HBI)

HBI Community Designation

Signed Resolution 
from the 

appropriate 
governing 

authority (County 
Board of 

Supervisors or 
City Council)

Develop Incentive 
Package

HBI community 
signs 

ordered/installed

Designation 
Ceremony!
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Outcomes & Successes

203 Veterans, Service Members, and Spouses employed
(January 1, 2023- Present)

44 Veterans and Transitioning Service Members retained or attracted to Iowa

Attracted: 22 Retained: 22
(June 2024-Present)

Success Story

John contacted the Iowa Workforce Development Jobs for Veterans State Grant (JVSG) program for assistance in finding 
employment in Western Iowa. Upon learning that John would be moving from Arizona to Iowa, the JVSG Veteran career 
planner promptly referred him to Home Base Iowa (HBI) to support his transition.

Through the collaborative efforts of JVSG and HBI, John received comprehensive support in his job search. Together, they 
crafted a strong resume, explored various career paths, and highlighted the unique qualities of the communities John 
was considering for his family. This tailored support was instrumental in aligning John's skills and aspirations with 
potential employers.

As a result of this dedicated assistance, John secured a position in Cherokee, Iowa, with an annual salary that met his 
needs. This role is an ideal fit for both John and the employer, marking a significant milestone in John's career journey.

Today, John and his family are happily settled in Iowa, and he is thrilled to embark on this new chapter in his professional 
life. The success of John's story showcases the impactful collaboration between JVSG and HBI in supporting veterans' 
transitions and career aspirations.
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The Team

Noelle Gerard- HBI Career Planner- Navy- Central Iowa (Des Moines)
Email: Noelle.Gerard@iwd.iowa.gov Phone: 515-725-3763

Cody Bradley- HBI Career Planner- Army- Western Iowa (Sioux City)
Email: Matthew.Bradley@iwd.iowa.gov Phone: 712-233-9030 Ext: 46035

James Stout- HBI Career Planner- Army- NE Iowa (Davenport)
Email: James.Stout@iwd.iowa.gov Phone: 563-445-3200 Ext: 43350

Zachary Nelson-HBI Career Planner- Marine Corps- SE Iowa (Brooklyn)
Email: Zachary.Nelson@iwd.iowa.gov Phone: 319-753-1671 Ext: 30465

Nick St. Louis-HBI Career Planner- Army- Central Iowa (Des Moines)
Email: Nicolas.StLouis@iwd.iowa.gov Phone: 515-321-8036

Office of Veteran Workforce Services 
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Thank You
Connect with IowaWORKS for Veterans

facebook.com/IowaWORKSforVeterans

linkedin.com/company/iowaworks-for-veterans

iowaworksforveterans.gov

www.homebaseiowa.gov

Harrison Swift
Program Manager- Home Base Iowa

Harrison.Swift@iwd.iowa.gov

Phone: 515-725-1057
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